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towers upon the island. The latter were erected rapidly.
The master-builder, Tomas Fernandez, seems to have been
a man after the Governor's heart. He reconstructed the
fortress of Benastarim in so short a time and so efficiently
that, says Albuquerque, " One would have thought Our
Lord was helping him to buildl When I left, it was ready
to defend against the world. ... I can truly tell Your High-
ness that in all the Christian lands where I have travelled
I never saw a fairer or more solid piece of work. Tomas
Fernandez wished to make it so as a memorial to himself."
The tower of Pangim also advanced, thanks to " plenty of
stone available, and many limekilns, and the diligence of
Tomas Fernandez, which is greater than my own ". Tomas
Fernandez seems to have been a stout fellow!

While this was going on, a most exciting personage
arrived at Dabul in a ship from Zeila. He was an ambassador
from Abyssinia, the kingdom of the legendary Prester John.
To say that the news caused a sensation is to put it mildly.
The mysterious land of Ethiopia, lone stronghold of the
Faith lost in a Moslem world, had appealed to Christian
imagination down the ages. The Crusaders brought home
myths of Prester John; Marco Polo supplied what little
information he could glean. To communicate with the
elusive Prester John and hear about his fabled realm, Henry
the Navigator's ships had braved the terrors of the unknown
ocean, and into this dream kingdom, twenty years earlier,
Pero da Covilham had disappeared. And now at last the
sphinx had spoken. A messenger from Prester John had
reached the Indian coast and asked to be taken to the
Governor.

But Prester John, it would appear, had no romantic
interest for the rulers of Dabul. They put the unfortunate
ambassador under arrest and confiscated his belongings. A
stem message from Albuquerque put things right. The
captain of Dabul gave up his prisoner, apologized, and
restored the stolen goods, and the envoy was conducted
triumphantly to Goa.